
Asociatia pentru Promovarea Femeii din Romania, Association for the Promotion of Women in 
Romania, APFR, is a non-governmental, non-profit and apolitical organisation, whose mission is the education 

of the whole society through the promotion of affirmative, non-discriminatory policies for increasing the life quality 
of women in Romania. The organisation works for improving the statute of women through education, access to 
income-generating programmes, social services of support and social integration, lobby and advocacy for equality 
of chances. The target group are women victims of domestic violence, sexual abuse, unemployed women and 
girls, or with a low economic status.  
The staff is formed by an interdisciplinary team consisting of the administrative staff, psychologists, social 
workers, an economist, journalists, translators, as well as designers and professionals in the IT field.  
With their contribution, from its beginning in 1999, APFR has assisted approximately 1900 persons, most of them 
women and girls victims of domestic violence or sexual abuse, or with a low economical status. The number of 
the direct beneficiaries for the year 2004 was of 561 persons. 
APFR has been developing 14 national educational programmes and 5 international ones. The association also 
developed educational programmes for the representatives of the institutions having a direct contact with the 
victims of domestic violence (policemen, Institute of Forensic Medicine, staff of the shelters for victims).  
APFR has organised  public campaigns aiming at informing and raising awareness on various issues, e.g. the 
gravity of domestic violence phenomenon,  communication between citizens and the local authorities or the 
media, the necessity for women’s involvement in politics and in decision-making process, women’s major role in 
society and family, the importance of knowing,  respecting and making use of people’s rights, means to fight 
abuses and discrimination,  civic education, the importance of voting, knowing the electoral platforms, of the 
parties/candidates, the relationship between citizens and the members of the Parliament, means of education and 
social integration for the people with disabilities etc. 
APFR has been developing several regional projects as well as European projects under Grundtvig “Employing 
Women’s Potential” in 2001 – 2003; “Climbing Up – For a Supported and Shared Life „Climbing Up” of Women 
Victims of Violence” in 2003 -2006;” Developing Female Entrepreneurs” in 2001 – 2003; “Inclusive Practices for 
Learners with Disabilities” in 2003 – 2005 etc. 
ACT! relevant projects: 
In the framework of ACT! APFR will involve the partnership of the above mentioned project “Employing Women’s 
Potential which was an educational programme addressed to women who have suffered different forms of abuse 
or discrimination, or who were qualified for a job which is no longer required on the work market. The educational 
programme aimed at empowering women by offering them a set of courses, where women acquired the tools and 

diplomas to integrate in the labour market and be financially independent. An important part of the project was 

focused on the formation of women mentors, women survivors of domestic violence, that managed to re-integrate 
their social and professional life and now eager to help other women in similar situation overcome the difficulties 
they have to face. 
The second project which will be considered is called “Centre for Information, Intervention and Research on legal 
regulations and practices protecting women’s rights in Romania” dealing with women’s right in Romania with a 
priority on the legislative practices in Romania and the instruments in use at international level. The most 
important outcome of the project was the development of an intensive campaign on the protection of women’s 
rights and on legal measures for fighting abuses and treating cases of domestic violence. This was followed by an 
advocacy campaign that culminated with the launching of a legislative proposal, accepted in the Parliament and 
later adopted as the Law 217/2003 on domestic violence. 

 


